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Abstract

Watsuji Tetsuro( F13EHTEF, 1889-1960) was a Japanese philosopher who is known today
for his Japanese ethics. He is also regarded as a Buddhist moral philosopher in some research
papers. However, although Watsuji's Japanese ethics being influenced by Nagarjuna's dialectics
of emptiness (HEfS D ZE D F-E17% ). Conflict with monastic discipline, Watsuji takes a positive
view of fleshly desire. “Emptiness”( 2% ) in a Watsuji’s sense means “emptying (negating) the
individual”. Watsuji argues that there is never a really isolated individual, for existing in the
world which means immersing in some kind of cultural and social context with other individuals.
That is to say, there is always at least one kind of “betweenness” ( [t /] ) between individuals,
and therefore being aware of the betweenness and negating the isolation of the individual, is
what Watsuji calls “emptiness”. However, there are two main moral problems with
“betweenness”. Firstly, “betweenness” is only applicable in the case of the human relationship, it
lacks the consideration of the relationship between man and nature. Secondly, “betweenness” is
the supreme principle of morality in Watsuji’s ethical system, all behaviors for saving
betweenness are moral, that will inevitably lead to the conflict of obligations. Watsuji did not
discuss these problems in a separate chapter or section. As opposed to Watsuji, Nishida Kitaro
(PG H % % BB, 1870-1945), emphasizes the importance of personal moral character, self-
restraint, and the relationship between man and nature. Watsuji and Nishida are two of the
greatest philosophers in modern Japan, in this paper, I would like to compare their views of

morality.
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