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The Improvement on Fire safety in Taiwan Small-scale
Hospitals by Using the Evaluation Model
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ABSTRACT

In response to the social needs of the aging, and in order to survive under the new insurance
system, some small-scale hospitals have adapted by utilizing existing hospital space. This provision has
included facilities for the medical care of chronic diseases, which incorporates Respiratory Care Wards
(RCW). Such changes affecting so many immobile patients are an obvious threat to life safety.
According to the 2011 statistics released by Department of Health, Executive Yuan, there are a total of
374 small-scale medical institutions which provide services with less than 99 beds. Compared with
large-scale medical centers and regional hospitals, small-scale hospitals cannot properly deal with
safety management and response to emergency evacuation due to lack of facilities, equipment and

human resources. Therefore, small-scale hospitals face a major challenge with regard to the

small-scale hospitals. It hopes to analyze the safety management and emergency response in
small-scale hospitals by means of the authors’ evaluation model. Through on-site surveys, some
alternative “engineering” solutions will be proposed to as examples to improve fire safety. Such
approaches may provide “equivalence” and “trade-off” solutions by offering some alternative measures
which are more flexible and practical for small-scale hospitals in Taiwan than current prescriptive

schemes to improve fire safety.
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